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NATIONAL OIL SPILL DETECTION AND RESPONSE AGENCY
(ESTABLISHMENT) ACT, 2006
2006 ACT No. 15

AN AcT To PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL OIL SPILL DETECTION AND
RESPONSE AGENCY ; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS.

[ 18th Day of October, 2006 ]

EnacTeD by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria—

PART [—ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL OIL SpiLL DETECTION
AND RESPONSE AGENCY

1.—(1) There is established an Agency to be known as the National Oil Spill
Detection and Response Agency ( in this Act referred to as “the Agency”) with
responsibility for preparedness, detection and response to all oil spillages in Nigeria
as set out in section 5 of this Act.

(2) The Agency :

(a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common
seal ; and

(b) may sue and be sued in its corporate name.

(3) The Headquarters of the Agency shall be in the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja and it may establish zonal offices in the States of the Federation.
PART II— NATIONAL OIL SpiLL RESPONSE GOVERNING BOARD, ETC.

2.—(1) There is established for the Agency a Governing Board to be known as
the National Oil Spill Response Governing Board (in this Act referred to as “the
Governing Board”) which shall be responsible for the formulation of policy for the
Agency and act in Governing Board capacity to the Agency in the exercise of any of
the functions conferred on the Agency and the Director-General by this Act.

(2) The Governing Board shall consist of :
(a) a Chairman ;

(b) one representative each of the following Federal Ministries not below
the rank of Director :

{$ Environment ;

(if) Defence ;

(iii) Petroleum Resources ;

(iv) Transport ;

(v) Aviation (Department of Meteorology) ;

(vi) Communications ;

(vii) National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) ;
(viii) Works ;

(ix) Information and National Orientation ;
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(x) Housing and Urban Development ;

(xi) the Nigerian Police ;

(xii) Oil Products Trade Section of Lagos Chamber of Commerce (OPTS);
(xiii) Agriculture and Rural Development ;

(xiv) Water Resources ; and

(xv) Institute of Oceanography and Marine Research .

(3) The Director-General of the Agency, shall be a Member/Secretary to the
Governing Board.

(4) The Chairman and other members of the Governing Board shall be appointed
by the President on the recommendation of the Minister.

(5) The supplementary provision specified in the First Schedule to this Act
shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Governing Board and the
other matters therein mentioned.

3.—(1) The Chairman and members of the Governing Board shall each hold
office for a period of four years in the first instance and may be re-appointed for a
further term of four years and no more.

(2) Amember of the Governing Board may resign his membership by notice in
writing addressed to the President through the Minister and that member shall, on'the
date of the receipt of the notice by the President, cease to be a member.

4.—(1) A member of the Governing Board may at any time be removed by the
President for inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising from
infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for misconduct or if the President is
satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Agency or the interest of the public that the
member should continue in office.

(2) Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Governing Board, it shall
be filled by the appointment of a successor to hold office for the remainder of the term
of office of his predecessor, so however that the successor shall represent the same
interest as his predecessor and be appointed by the President on the recommendation
of the Minister.

PART I1I—OBJECTIVES, ETC. OF THE AGENCY

5. The objectives of the Agency shall be to co-ordinate and implement the
National Oil Spill Contingency Plan for Nigeria (in this Act referred to as “the Plan™)
as follows :

() establish a viable national operational organization that ensures a safe,
timely, effective and appropriate response to major or disastrous oil pollution ;

(b) identify high-risk areas as well as priority areas for protection and clean up ;

(¢) establish the mechanism to monitor and assist or where expedient direct the
response, including the capability to mobilize the necessary resources to save
lives, protect threatened environment, and clean up to the best practical extent of
the impacted site ;






